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Introduction & Rationale 

As part of reforms to the National Curriculum, the previous system of ‘levels’ used to report children’s attainment 
and progress was removed from September 2014 and was not replaced. The removal of levels has allowed us greater 
flexibility in the way that we plan and assess pupils’ learning and for all schools’; it has removed the focus from 
moving children quickly through levels to ensuring that once learning objectives have been ‘met’, childrens’ 
knowledge has the opportunity to increase in depth and to ‘exceed’ what is expected of them nationally.  

The old and new curricula have different contents. Many of the objectives in the old National Curriculum have 
shifted to lower year groups in the new, more rigorous curriculum, this means it is not possible to have an exact 
correlation between a level that was the outcome of the old National Curriculum assessment and the requirements 
of the new National Curriculum. It also means a shift in thinking and the way in which we assess our children’s 
outcomes. 

The programmes of study within the new National Curriculum set out expectations at the end of each key stage, and 
like the old national curriculum, these have been amalgamated into our hybrid programme so that our children 
continue to be secondary ready. The new curriculum is made up of statements of intent about what children should 
learn in each year or stage of their primary education. Core subjects (maths, language and science) have a year-by-
year definition, where assessment can now only measure what proportion of the content (or some cases skills) 
children have grasped.  

Assessment Practice 

At Meadowbrook, assessment is not a singular activity; it is about measurement of performance at a given point in 
time and is used by us as a way of gaining information to promote future learning. Our first point of principle is to 
hold on to aspects of assessment that aim to measure what we value rather than simply valuing what we are able to 
measure. Secondly, there are two distinct types of assessment used by the school. These are: 

1. Assessment for learning (an extension of formative assessment) – which helps to identify the next steps 
needed to make progress and takes account of pupils’ strengths as well as their areas for development. 

2. Assessment of learning (summative assessment) - associated with judgements based on grades and ‘steps’ 
and with stakeholder accountability.  

Rising Stars 

At Meadowbrook the national curriculum components of our programme are supported by Rising Stars 
http://www.risingstars-uk.com/ who have worked with teams of leading primary experts to bring schools the 
resources they need to deliver the new National Curriculum Programme of Study. Since the launch of the new 
curriculum, Meadowbrook has invested heavily in new schemes of work to complement our practice and to ensure 
that our procedures reflect the best of the new systems available.  

In the absence of National Curriculum levels, Rising Stars has developed ‘Frameworks’ to support teachers and help 
ensure that pupils reach a secure level or exceed what is expected of them by the end of each year and key stage.  

Rising Stars Progress Tests are also used throughout the year in the form of half termly or end of topic tests sat by 
the children. These enable teachers to conduct thorough question level analysis and identify any gaps in children’s 
learning. 

 

http://www.risingstars-uk.com/


In conjunction with                        

 

 

Classroom Monitor 

The Rising Stars frameworks are also used by Classroom Monitor http://www.classroommonitor.co.uk (CM), one of 
our online tools for managing teacher assessment, tracking pupil progress and reporting to parents.  

Within Classroom Monitor, all subject teachers complete ‘markbooks’ on an ongoing and regular basis. These cover 
each subject, objective by objective and are used not only to identify gaps in their learning but also to set targets at 
the start of a term or strand of learning. To track pupils' progress over time (and ensure that they are ‘on track’, 
against age-related expectations in each subject area) the following descriptors are used with a number denoting the 
stage/year of study (NB: The traffic light system of colours below is used throughout all assessment systems): 
 
Note: The + has been developed by CM to denote an additional increment of progress within each band. 

 

 Beginning / Target – The child is beginning to achieve or be taught some concepts and skills (these can also 
be set as ‘targets’) / yet to be secure in the end of year objectives e.g. 1Beg means a child has begun the 
Year 1 curriculum. Beginning + (Beg+) indicates a child whose ability is getting closer to the next band. If 
scoring ‘beginning’ further into the year, this would indicate ‘below age expected’. 
 

 Developing / Almost – The child is working through the year’s expectations. e.g. 2Dev indicates a child is 
working through the Year 2 curriculum. Dev+ indicates a higher level working towards the next band. 
 

 Secure / Met – The child’s knowledge and ability reflects age-related objectives have been achieved – this is 
the end of year expectation nationally e.g. 3Sec means that a child’s understanding of the Yr 3 programme is 
secure / objectives have been met. 
 

 Exceeding / Mastering (showing that age-related objectives have been achieved and the child is working at a 
deeper level of understanding and application)  – With our carefully differentiated teaching, it is our 
expectation that teaching will enable children to exceed what is expected of them nationally. However, 
targets will also be adapted to reflect a child’s starting point and ability to progress.   

Targets set reflect our aspirational expectations for each child to ‘exceed’ expected progress from their starting 
points.  This target is set as our default. Children are always involved in the target setting process, helping to identify 
what they need to achieve to reach the next stage of learning. Parents are issued with similar sheets (some of which 
in Key Stage 2 are generated from Classroom Monitor) at certain points in the year. Data can be drawn from the 
markbooks at any point within the academic year to keep track of where each child or class is in relation to the 
targets set. End of year reports are also be generated from CM.  

More Able Children 

Children who have securely met the end of year objectives are assessed as exceeding or mastering objectives for 
their age group.  Under the old levels system children who were exceeding might have moved onto the next level 
and this is where the new system differs considerably. These children are now helped to add more depth and 
breadth to their knowledge, and have more opportunities to develop and apply skills in a variety of contexts. This 
phase of learning is referred to as Mastery or Depth. The depth and application of a child’s learning is an important 
marker of their achievement and progress. Only exceptional children will move into working towards the end of year 
expectations for the year above but where that is the case, teachers must show evidence that those children have 
been taught from that curriculum.  

Similarly, children who require more time to consolidate their learning may work towards the expectations from the 
year/stage below. Again, however, teachers must remember that the number preceding the bands above, relates to 

http://www.classroommonitor.co.uk/
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the curriculum or programme of study being taught and NOT the level of the child. It is the bands themselves (beg, 
beg+, dev, dev+, sec, exc) that denote the level of the child.  

 

Other Assessments used at Meadowbrook 
 
In addition to Teacher assessments and Progress Tests the following standardised assessments are also used to 
inform our practice and planning: 
 
Gl Verbal and Non Verbal Reasoning Assessments - These are sat by all children during the Autumn Term (Term 1) 
of Year 2. They are designed to help us better understand children’s future potential so that we can sure that out 
targets set for each child are appropriate and our personalised teaching enables us to maximise children’s learning. 
Children starting the school after Term 2 / Year 2 will also sit these assessments as part of the admissions process. 
 
SATs - Designed to assess the attainment of pupils against the programmes of study of the National Curriculum at 
the end of Key Stages 2 and in doing so provide valuable information to their chosen secondary school, our Year 6 
children sit the SATs tests in May. 
 
NB: Year 2 children do not sit SATs at Meadowbrook as in-house communication is already strong with the Year 3 
teacher. 
 
Rising Stars Optional Tests - Sat at the end of the academic year, these assess children's knowledge, understanding 
and application of the programmes of study for English and mathematics against national expectations. These paper-
based tests come in the style of the new National Tests and therefore help to prepare children for the type of 
questions they will encounter in the SATs Test at Year 6. By using the Optional Tests from Year 1 to Year 5 we are 
able to build up a picture of how each child is likely to perform in the national tests. 
 
Cycle of Formative and Summative Assessment at Meadowbrook 
 
Our assessment and reporting system includes: 

 Ongoing assessment by the class teacher throughout each lesson, through questioning, observation and 
dialogue. 

 Children knowing what they are being asked to learn and more importantly, why.  

 Children knowing what they are working towards and what they must do in order to achieve the next step. 

 Pupils are encouraged to self-assess against a success criteria when producing written work. 

 Three-way feedback, pupil, peer, teacher with clearly identified next steps – this can be written or verbal 
feedback. 

 Regular pupils’ work scrutiny, teachers’ planning scrutiny, classroom observations and lesson observations. 

 School wide marking strategy which feeds into planning and target setting. 

 End of Term or End of Topic assessment tests produced by ‘Rising Stars’.  

 End of Year Optional Assessments produced by Rising Stars. 

 National Tests for Year 6 
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End of the previous term / Before the start of the new academic year 
Individual Pupil Target Setting: takes place between Class teachers and The Director of Education. This is informed 
by the end of year data, ‘next stage’ transition meetings between class teachers, knowledge of the child and any 
other diagnostic assessments such as the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile.  
Various tracking systems within Classroom Monitor and Rising Stars are used by the Director of Education to analyse 
class or group trends. Teachers understand that as a default, their target for all children is to have met or exceeded 
expectations for the end of that year/stage depending upon their starting points. Both class targets and 
differentiated targets are discussed during Meadowbrook’s pupil target meetings.  
 
AUTUMN TERM 1 (September)  
Rising Stars ‘Diagnostic’ Tests: which must be taken at the start of a term or topic and act as a further baseline 
assessment in the core subjects. 50% of these papers are based on the programme of study from the previous year. 
The results from Test 1 / Diagnostic Papers appear on RS tracking sheets so as to track progress throughout the year.  
 
AUTUMN TERM 1 (1st half of term / October) 
Gl Assessment Verbal & Non Verbal Reasoning Assessments: Year 2 only (unless entry to the school is after Yr 2) 
 
Rising Stars Progress Tests: These assessments are based on the unit/s of work covered and cover English, Maths 
and Science. They can be sat as either ‘High Stakes’ (formal) or ‘Low Stakes’ (less formal) with results being entered 
into the RS Online Assessment Portal. Analysis then shows if children are making less than, expected or more than 
expected progress. More than one test is sat throughout the term and combined scores averaged to produce an end 
of term indicator. Simultaneously, class and subject teachers ensure that Classroom Monitor Mark Books are 
completed half termly and reflect not only each child’s current attainment but also identify and progress made and 
progress made towards the end of year target set in September. It is important to note however, that these tests are 
not a direct comparison to the coverage in the frameworks. For instance, teachers may have taught a lot of algebra 
one term but less on other strands in that curriculum area. This will clearly affect the overall mathematics grade and 
it is important therefore, that results generated from Teacher Assessment Markbooks are used in conjunction with 
the RS Progress Test Scores to build a picture of each child’s progress.  
 
AUTUMN TERM 2 (End of Term December) 
As above : All subject teachers complete Classroom Monitor 

Children sit RS Progress Tests * 
 
SPRING TERM 1 (February) 
As above : Teachers complete Classroom Monitor 

Children sit RS Progress Tests * 
 
SPRING TERM 2 (March) 
As above : Teachers complete Classroom Monitor 

Children sit RS Progress Tests * 
Mid-Year Reports Issued: identify effort & attainment grades 

 
SUMMER TERM 1 (May/Jun) 
As above : Teachers complete Classroom Monitor 

Children sit RS Progress Tests * 
                             SATS - May (Year 6 only but always dependent upon current state of SATs system) 
 
SUMMER TERM 2 (July)  
As above : Teachers complete Classroom Monitor 

Children sit RS Progress Tests * 
End of Year Optional Tests (Years 1-5 only) 
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End of Year Reports Issued: Contain data from both CM & RS  
*RS Extension Tests can also sat by children reaching the exceeded band. These tests include 50% of questions assessing content from the year above. 

Guidance Table based on national expectation of secure at the end of each year:  
 

 Overall termly scores must always be based on a cumulative result of tests taken throughout 
the term.  

Stage   
 
 

Term Working Below 
/ Less than Expected 

Working At 
Expected / Met 
Expectations 

Working Above 
Expected / Exceeded (M’bk 

Target) 

 Year 1 Autumn Term 
 

WT 1 Beg 1Beg + 

 Spring Term I Beg + 1 Dev 1 Dev + 
 Summer Term 1 Dev + 1 Sec 1 Exc 

Year 2 Autumn Term 1 Sec 2 Beg 2 Beg + 

 Spring Term 2 Beg + 2 Dev 2 Dev + 
 Summer Term 2 Dev + 2 Sec 2 Exc 

Year 3 Autumn Term 2 Sec 3 Beg 3 Beg + 
 Spring Term 3 Beg + 3 Dev 3 Dev + 

 Summer Term 3 Dev + 3 Sec 3 Exc 
Year 4 Autumn Term 3 Sec 4 Beg 4 Beg + 

 Spring Term 4 Beg + 4 Dev 4 Dev + 

 Summer Term 4 Dev + 4 Sec 4 Exc 
Year 5 Autumn Term 4 Sec 5 Beg 5 Beg + 

 Spring Term 5 Beg + 5 Dev 5 Dev + 

 Summer Term 5 Dev + 5 Sec 5 Exc 
Year 6 Autumn Term 5 Sec 6 Beg 6 Beg + 

 Spring Term 6 Beg + 6 Dev 6 Dev + 
 Summer Term 6 Dev + 6 Sec 6 Exc 

 
NB: In time, the + and ++ symbol may be added to the exceeding band.  

 


